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the electors; thus the Government depends upon the people,
which has become indirectly sovereign.
fPARTIES,    GROUPS,   AND   TENDENCIES
In accordance with the principle of parliamentary government,
the system has become, as in England, that of party government,
but the parties in France have always had quite a different
character from that which they possess in the English-speaking
countries. Whereas in England and the United States the deputies
and electors arc organized into large bodies, under the direction
of recognized leaders, subject to a regular discipline, and having
an official programme, in France they have neither leaders, a cen-
tral directing body, a definite programme, nor an electoral or-
ganization. Only groups have taken shape in the Chambers,
composed of senators or deputies of similar tendencies, in which
every member retains his freedom of action and voting, while in
the country there are only temporary and local committees.
No single group has ever possessed a majority of its own in the
Chamber; hence the majority has been formed by a coalition of
groups only, and the essential question in the political life of
France has always been to decide what particular combination
of groups should constitute the majority that is to assume power.
Owing to the 'conjunction of the centre groups5 (conjonction des
centres} practised by Thiers from 1871 to 1873, &e Government,
rational though this may have seemed in theory, was not renewed
for half a century. The usual system has been that of government
by a coalition of groups of the same tendency, most often of the
left, accompanied by frequent ministerial crises (with the excep-
tion of the period of acute conflict between the left and the clergy
from 1900 to 1910) and short-lived ministries, which were, how-
ever, often repldtrf (patched up) - that is, remodelled, while still
retaining a large number of their members, unlike the English
usage,
These frequent changes of ministry do not correspond to any
change in the opinion of the electorate. The detailed study that
has been made of the number of votes obtained by each party
at the various elections has shown that in most parts of France
opinion remains very stable, and that the votes of the electors

